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ep That we may preserve a specimen of the supersti- 
tion of our times, we are disposed to insert the fol- 
lowing letter, “hich debars Mrs. Hannan PARK- 
nurst, of Dunstable, from coming to the sacred 
communion, for no other cause, than her sincere end | 
honest belief of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. : 
This woman is acknowledged to be an ornament to| 
society, being of a character most amiable and virtu- | 
ons. We likewise subjoin her answer; and we may 
add some remarks on the Church’s letter in a future 
number. 


' 


Dunsiable, Mass, April 30, 1822. 

Dear Sister, —The church of Christ, in this place, 
having taken into their serious and prayerful consider- 
ation, the subject matter of brother Phinehas Fletcher's 
complaint which he brought before the church against 
you; and your acknowlegment that you did reject the 
last article in our confession of faith and all the doc- 
trines necessarily connected with it; and that you did 
believe in the final Salvation of all men, have felt it 
their duty, and consequently have voted to lay you un- 
cer their censure so far as to debar you from commun- 
jug at the table of the Lord, until you should renounce 
your heretical opinions, make satisfaction to the church 
and return fo duty; and that the church committee send 
you totice of their proceedings on said complaint, and 
that (he same be accompanied with a friendly admoni- 
ion. 

And now, dear sister, in complying with the direc- 
tious of the church, we must remind you that we. view 
all the articles of our church covenant so connected 
ihat in rejecting one we do virtually reject the whole 
altogether. 

The dortrines, contained in the articles of our church 
covenant, we believe to be the doctrines which are 
taught in the holy seriptures, and are substantially tbat 
faith which was once delivered to the saints, and for 
which they were to contend earnestly. In rejecting 
them, we believe you do virtually reject the gospel of 
Christ and do attempt to bring in another gospel; the 
evil of which is set forth by the apostle in Gal. i 8.— 
Your avowed belief in the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion, is, iu our view, totally repugnant to the faith, the 
practice, and the writings of the holy apostles, and in| 
direct contradiction to the doctrines which Christ him- 
self taught when upon earth. Some of his sayings are 
as follows: The hour is coming in which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice and shall come forth, they 
that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil to the resurrection of damna- 
tion. He that blasphemeth egainst the Holy Ghost 
hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal dam- 
nation. He that believeth and is baptised shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned. De- 
part ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the 
And these shal] go away into ev- 





devil and his angels. 


‘erlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eter- | 


nal. The prophet Daniel says, many of them that, 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to ev-| 
erlasting life and some to shame and everlasting con-| 
tempt. John speaking of the final judgment, I saw the | 
dead both smal] and great stand before God. &c. and | 


the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in themp!| 


and they were judged every man according to met 
works, and death and hell were cast into the lake of | 
fre and brimetone which is the second death. 


|immortal soul, and realize it in danger of being lost, 
through the wiles of the adversary of all good; and as 


The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are said by the 
apostle, to be set forth for an example suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire. Indeed the whole New Tes- 
tament is full of positive ceclaration, that there will be 
a final separation of the righteous and the wicked ; that 
the one will be permitted forever to enjoy the favor of 
God, while the other will be compelled to feel the full 
weight of divine wrath forever and ever. In view of 
the above passages, and very many more which might 
be cited, we firmly believe in the everlasting punish- 
ment of the finally impenitent, and can see no cruelty, 
partiality, or injustice in our God, although he punish 
with an everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord and from the glory of his power. When we 
consider that life and happiness are freely offered to eve- 
ry one on the reasonable terms of repentance towards 
God and faith io our Lord Jesus Christ; and when we 
further consider that the impenitent will not comply, 
will not submit but voluntarily choose to remain in op- 
position to God, knowing, at the same time, the denun- 
ciations of his most holy law. 

Those passages of scripture, which you have cited in 
your letter to the church, and which in your opinion fa- 
vor Universal Salvation, have al] been duly considered 
and impartially investigated, and we do most readily 
say, that in our view they do not contain a single par- 
ticle of proof in favor of your new scheme. We are 
confident that you misrepresent and misapply them ; 
that you attach a meaning to them thrt destroys the 
connexion with the context: that is repugnant to the 
great truths which the sacred writers designed to es- 
tablish: and which militates against the harmony of the 
bible. We areready when dety calls and necessity re- 
quires to give you our ideas in full of the true import of 
those passages and of all others to which you may re- 
ferus. And we are confident that we can satisfy every 
candid, unprejudiced person that the meaning you at- 
tach to them is foreign frem the true one. We would 
charitably hope, that you do not design to warp the 
scriptures to your own preconceived opinions, nor to 
wrest them to your own destruction. 

We belicve you are standing on heretical ground and 
that your moral condition imperiously calls you to 
pause and consider. As we feel for your precious ar d 


our duty calls us, we would solemnly admonish you to 
consider seriously and prayerfully what a sentiment you 
have embraced. A sentiment that is contrary to all 
true ideas of Jaw and justice ; contrary to the universal 
belief of christians in every age and part of the world, 
contrary to the dictates and sound reason, and contra- 
ry to the general tenor of divine revelation. 

What has led you into so erroneous an opinion? Is! 
it the holy spirit in whom is light and no darkness ; and | 
who guides all whose hearts are sanctitied by his grace 
into essential truth? Are you under the enlightening 
and sanctifying influence of the eternal spirit of all truth 
in embracing, in vindicatmg and propagating a tenet 
which saps the foundation of christianity and inclines 
all who embrace it to neglect the important duties and 
institutions of religion ond to cry peace to their souls 
when God has never spoken peace to them. We en- 
treat of you to search and see what manner of spirit you 


are of, 
How can you continue to embrace this opinion and 


try to encourage it in others, when the word of God 





tells you, that you and all mankind must one day give | 


PLEA SS LETT -—— ay 





NO, 4. 





Py or miserable to all eternity, according to the deeds 
done,-and the character formed in this life: O consider 
that you are not infallible, and that you are liable to 
embraee error. Consider that you are exposed every 
moment to drop into eternity. And what will be yeur 
condition should you speedily be called to give up your 
account? Are you willing to meet death, the king of 
terrors, and appear before your Judge, while under the 
influence of such a doctrine as you pretend to have em- 
braced. O no, dear sister, we cannot believe you 
would be willing if you rightly understood the scriptures, 
realized the plague of yoor own heart and the just de- 
sert of sin. We are confident also that you will some- 
time see your error, either in this world or in another, 
and bitterly lament your folly ; and we wish you to sce 
it before it is too late. Many an one, who has been as 
sanguine as you can be in the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation, has with tears of sorrow and distress refiounced 
it on a death-bed; and many under the awakening and 
converting influence of the Holy Spirit have renounced 
it also, And we do not hesitate to say, that were you 
under the teachings of the self-same epirit, (for which 
you ought most humbly and earnestly to pray) you 
would at once denounce your favorite opinion and em- 
brace the truth as it is in Jesus. You would penitent- 
ly seek for pardon and direction, strive to build up the 
cause of Christ, and contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. That this may be the case with 
you is the sincere prayer of yours, &c. 


ZEBEDEE KENDALL, 
ISAAC TAYLOR, 
JAMES TAYLOR, 
MICAH ELDRIDGE, 


Mrs. Hawnan PARKHORST. 


Church Commi’. 


— 
DEAR BRETHREN, | 

I have received and daly considered your commuu: 
cation of April 30th, by which I am informed of the vote 
of the church to Jay me under their censure, so far a: 
to debar me from coming at the table of the Lord untii 
1 shall renounce my heretical opinions, make satisfac- 
tion to the church and return to duty. 

Brethren, ] wish to make a few remarks on this sub- 
ject with the same freedom with which my mind is led 
in contemplating it. I am “tdebarred frem communing 
at the table of the Lord.*? And wherefore am J thus 
debarred? First—Because I do not believe in the fol- 
lowing manifest absurdity, viz. That the wicked will be 
punished eternally as a just reward of their sin and im- 
penitency, but that the righteous will be eternally hap- 
py, not asa reward of their righteousness, but on ac- 
count of the righteousness of Christ alone. Surely it is 
evident, that if our sins can merit eternal punishment, 
if we sin not, and do that which is right, we merit eter- 
nal bliss. ‘Thus you exclude me from communing at 
the table of the Lord for not believing a plain absurdi- 
ty. Secondly—I am thus censured and thus debarred 
because * | believe in the final salvation of all men.” 
I acknowledge, brethren, that this article of my faith is 
not contained in the church's * confession of faith,” 
but it is expressed in the following passages of inspira- 
tion: “*In thee and in thy seed shall all the familivs of the 
earth be blessed.—All nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, and siori- 
fy thy name.—Look unto me and be ye saved, ai! the 
ends of the earth, for |] am God and there is uene else. 
1 have ‘sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that unto 


lan account at the Judgment-seat of Christ, and be hap-' me every knee shall bow, every tongu. ehall sweas,- 
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Surely shall saysan ‘the Lord have I righ teousness and 
strength.” Jesus says; * And |, if | be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw al] men onto me ;*~ and he further- 
more says; ** Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
tise cast out.” St. Paul says; “ Therefore we both 
labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the liying 
God, who is the Saviour of all men; speci-lly of those 


that believe.”? He again says, that God will have alll 


men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of 


the truth, and that God worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will. The same spostie says; 
‘“* Wherefore as by the offence of ome, judgment came 
rpos all men unto condemnation; even so by the righ- 
teousness of one, the free gift came upon sll men unto 
justification of life.” Again he says, im relstion to the 
resurrection and a future state, * For a: in Adam all 
die, even so im Christ shall all be made alive.”’ These, 
brethren, are but afew of the many passages which 
prove the salvation of all men with as much clearness as 
any scripture testimony proves that ai] lave sinned 


end come short of the glory of God. But for this belief 


you Censure me and debar me from coming to the sac- 


red communion, to celebrate the sufferings and death of 
the blessed Saviour, ** who gave bimself a ransom fur 


all to be testified mm due time.”’ Brethren, in the fear 
ofthe all-sacred name, | solemnly admoni-h the charch: 
to consider whether they are authorised to thus debar 
me from the privilege of obeying my adorable Saviour, 
who said, “* do this in remembrance of me,” for no 
ether cause than that I believe, with all my heart, what 
divine inspiration bas most plainly spoken. And I fur- 
thermore admonish the cherch to compare this precious 
article of my faith, for which you cemsure me, with the 


testimony of scripture above recited, and show me, if 


possible, that Ido not accept those passages iu the 
most natural sense which they express; and when you 
hase done this, | earnestly request you to consider 


whether there be eren one article of the church's pro- | 


fession of faith, which can be supported by any direct 
testimony of the sacred oracies. The fact is, it is utter- 


ly impossible to preve one of those articles by any 


scripture testimony, unless you allow yourselves a leti- | 


tude which conld not be admitied in the exposition of 
any other writing which should come within the pale of 
jorisprudence. If what i bere state be a fact, and | 
pledge myself for its maintenance, how must the chorch 
in Dunstable appear in the face of the world, to say 
wct.ing of theirs appearance at the judgment-seat of him 
who walketh among the golden eandle-sticks, when it 
shall be published to the world, that you bave censured 
a lonely, disconsolate widow, and debarred her from the 


sacred communion for no other reason, than for not be- | 
ieving that those for whom the Saviour died will by 


him be sentenced to endless, unmerciful punishment ;- 
aud for believing, what the scriptures declare, that the 
hving God is the ** Saviour of all men ;* when at the 
same time the church has not incorporated in their pro- 
fession of faith a single article which is to be found 
the scriptures ? 

That the passages of scripture which you bave qyuot- 
ed, in your communication, to prove the doctrine of 
endless misery, do not apply to such a subject, nor yet 
at ali to a future state, | will endearor to show by con- 
sidering two or three as an example of the whol . You 
eite me to the passage im the last paragraph of Matthew 
xxv. Also to one in the 12th of Daniel, and one in 
Revelation, which speaks of the lake of fire and brim- 
stone. That the two fir-t were fulfilled im the genera- 
lion in which our Saviour lived on the earth is clearly 
proved by the words of Christ recorded in Mat. 24th 
and 28th. And if you will read the passage in Daniel, 
and compare it with its parallel passage in Mat. 24; 
aod then carefully compare what Christ says in the 
24th concerging his coming with its paralle! passage in 
the 25th, you will easily perceive that the Saviour pos- 
itively asserted, that all these tlings should take place 
im that generation. And if you will examine the whole | 
that is said on the subject of the Jake of fre and bria- 


in | Brethren, ] rema‘n your censured and aggrieved sister, 
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stone in Revelation, particularly the following in the 
14th chapter, ** And he shall be tormented with Gre, 
and brimstoue in the presence of the holy an gels and in 
the presence of the Len.b: and the smoke of their tor- 


ment ascendeth up forever and ever ; and they have no| 


rest day nor night who worship the beast and his image, 
and whosoerer receiveth the mark of his name,”—you 


will understand that this torment is during day and, 


mighi, and 


; 
beast, which beast was to continue but forty and two} 


qgon' his. 
You will permit me, brethren, to remind you of an 
absurdity, which must excite pity for the ignorance 


me because | do not believe in the last article of your 
profession of faith, which states that the future felicity 


ness of Christ alone, and yet you say in your admoni- | 
tion; *“* The word of God tells you, that you and all | comb Knapp, Brighton; Calvin Morton, Murray ; Ar- 


mankind must one day give an account at the judg- | chelaus Green, Virgil; Andrew Vandenbuarg, Pomroy. ; 


went-seat of Christ, and be happy or miserable to all 


eternity according to the deeds done and the charac-| 


ters formed in this life.”’ And in order to have this ab- 


surdity complete, it seems as if you carefully selected 


the passage in Mat. 25th, where the whole reason which 


} 


is rendered why the righteous were received to life and 


the etermal, endless state, can you invent a greater | 
contradiction to it than the last article of your confes- 


sion, which says that the felicity of the righteous is for | 
the sake of the righteousness of Christ clone? Ac-' 
cording to such absurdity, the passage in Matthew would | 


read differently, and say, ** depart ye cursed, &c. for] 
was an hungered, &c. and ye gave me no meat, and on 
the other Land, come ye blessed, &c. for | am righte- 
ous in your room and stead ! 

Having spoken thus freely on the merits of the great | 
subject under consideration, | am di-posed to add afew 
words comcerning the manner in which | have been 


‘soul. By Br. Phinebas Fletcher, who brought the alli- 


gation against me before the church, I have been treat- 


ed in a most unchristisn manner. ‘That even my child- 
ren should not know the bitter lancuage which he was 
disposed to treat me with, he had the duplicity to tell 
me that if we talked in private I should not be bound 
to own before the church any thing which | should say 
to biw. And when | was before the church, your Rev. 
| Pastor treated me in a most harsh and unfeeling man- 
ner, af you are ali witnesses, and as some of you have 
since acknowledged. Brethren, when | consider all 
these things, it appears plainly tomy mind that the 
lcharch in Dunstable is as much opposed to the true | 
spirit and doctrine of Jesus, as was the ancient church 
at Jerusalem which put the blessed Saviour to death 


HiANNAH PARKHURST. 


2 


(FExtraet from the Minutes of the | 
proceedings of the Wes/ern .Issocialion of Unirer- 


salisis, in the State of New-York. 

The delegates and ministers constituting the Wes- 
term Association of Universalists, assembled in Lee, N 
Y. on Wednesday mo ning, June 5, 1822; and after 
uniting in solemn thanks and invocation with Br. A. 
Greene, proceeded to the organization of the Coun- 
cil. — 

1. Appoipted Br. W. Underwoo!, Modera/or, 

2. Br. S. R. Smith, > Clerks 

Br. G. B. Lisher,§ ~ * 





cieties, which gave assurance of \increase of mumbets | the service of the order, thousands now tlron 


and stability. 


while the tormented are worshipping the! 


e | 
the wicked sent into punishment is, kecause the former | 
bad administered to the wants of Christ's disciples, and | 

e latter had not. Brethren, if this judgment relates | 


treated by you, who profess so much concern for my | 


‘ 
/an essential increase of members the past year. Noris 





3. Received amd read the letters from the various So- 








FET, PT 3 Sa ata, 





4. Received requests trom the Societies in SaithBeld, 
Albany, Lilisburgh, Mentz, Sempronius, Camillus, Os- 
wego, Waterford, Hartford, Dansville, and the church 
in Virgil, for the fellowship of this Association. 

Societies in feliowstip, F 

Churches 

Ministering Brethren present, 

Absent, 

Names and Residence of Preachers. 

Nathaniel Stacy, Hamilton, N. ¥Y.; Woiliiem Under- 


te te 


— 


— 
©. of 


| wood, Litchfield; Stephen R. Smith, New-Hartiord ; 


Seth Jones, Augusta; Stephen Miles, Augusta; Isaac 


| Whithal, Camillus ; Pitt Morse, He -lerson; Cornelius 
which is manifested in your proceedings. You censure 


_G. Parson, Ellisburg ; Amos Crandall, Waterford, Pen.; 
Artbur Field, Otsego; Salmon Adams, Riga; Olver 


i Ackley, Madison; Job Potter, Hamilton ; George B. 
of the rightetes will be for the sake of the righteous. | 


Lisher, Albany ; Samuel A. Skeele, Oxford; John S. 
Flagler, Scipio; Thomas Gross, Williamsville; Lis- 


James Foster, Manlius; Stephen Cook, Hadley; Ed- 
win Ferris, Unadilla; Lewis Pitts, Danby; Lewis 
Beers, Danby ; Daniel Upson, Dansville ; James Gou- 
dy, Western; Caleb Todd, Chatauque; Alfred Peck, 
Stafford ; Hollis Sampson, Stefford. 


ACCOMPANYING THE MINUTES I5 


A CIRCULAR LETTER, 


Addressed to the Churches and Societies in their fel- 
|lowship; the believers in like precious faith dispersed 
abroad; the professors of religion of every name ; and 
to all where the epistle may come; in which they 
ay, 

Brethren.—We met in love, were welcomed with 
cordial affection, worshipped ‘* in the unity 
‘it, *” and our deliberations were conducted with pa- 


itience, a faithfulness and friend-hip. Grate- 


'ful to our feeling, was the presence of a large number 
of representatives, from Societies widely dispersed over 
an extensive region ; and pleasant indeed, was the sight 
of many, till now unknown in our Israel, bearing mes- 
sages of peace from newly organized Sveieties and 
Churches. With very few exceptions, there has 


his addition of numbers to be traced to those moral 
and intellectual derangements, which, like the swollen 
and impetuous torrent, sweep with wide waste the /.ir- 
est works of man, and deface the beauties of nature; 
but to the calm and dignified exertion of reason and re- 
,search, which, like the majestic involutions ofa mighty 
stream bearing peace in its bosom, and beauty and a- 
bundance on its borders, widely diffuses happiness and 
joy. From our increase of numbers, the community, 
in general, is better informed of the nature and princi- 
ples of our faith and doctsines; and by the peaceful 


,and moral deportment of our brethren, our sentiments 
*|command due attention, and the order, 


suitable re- 
spect. We hail these tokens of liberality, as the tri- 


,umph of reason and religion over ignorance, error, and 
|prejudice. For, it should not be forgotton. that every 


attempt to reform the church, and Eas ¥ are er- 


irors and absurdies from Confessions of faith, has been 


consitered am unwarrantable Rcicittin and the in- 
struments and ahbettors of such reformation, have 
uniformly been stigmatized, and denounced as the ene- 
mies of religion, of God, and of man. Having then in 
our turn borne the venem of narrow minds, the rage of 
zealots, the fury of fanatics, and having been thus 
taught the great moral lesson of patience, fortitude and 


charity, we neither institute nor celebrate religious fes- 


tivals in honor of victory, por triumph in the wounds cf 
our fallen enemies. We thank God, that * now is our 
salvation mearer than wi.en we believed.” In propor- 


tiem to the number of Societies, is the nur.ber of dele- 


gates, and attendants on ovr annual ses-ioms; bence, 
where a few years since, but *“‘ two or three’? met in 
ig to the 
sanctuafy at the solecunm convocation. Where onog 
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eS 
the harp of praise hong e 
jn prelibation of immortal joy. The solenin darkness 


that brooded over the west and south, has been pene- 
trated with the ** light of the morning, even a morning 
without clouds ;”? and rejoicing multitudes now find a 
Father in their God, an advocate in the Redeemer, and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

The spirit of inquiry and investigation now so preva- 
jent, opens an amy le fleld to the ministers of the Word; 
cuch, therefore, as can conveniently itinerate, are fur- 
nished with every inducement to qnter upon that man- 
ner of ministration. Few societies- haye a resident 

reacher, and even those few, cannot be regularly sup- 
plied ; hence the general call for more laborers in the 
vineyard of reconciliation. Thus, whilst the other sects 
are removing supernumerary Jaborers to Hindostan and 
the islands of the Pacific, and with herculean exertions 
providing for their maintenance there, we are pained to 
witness the want of gospel minisfers in our immediate 
vicinity. We offer no inducements to our young breth- 
ren to enter the ministry but those which duty and the 
Gospel furnish. Say, then, ye young men, whom truth 
has enlightened, grace instructed, and devotion warm- 
ed with ardent zeal, have you seen the whitened 
fields of the great Husbandman ? Have you heard his 
children ask, ** Is there not yet a prophet of the 
Lord 2?) Have you known, that there is a ** famine in 
the whole land ; not a famine for bread, nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the word of the Lord?” Has not 
the * still small voice,” that whispers to the conscience 
jn tones that make the guilty tremble; or to the obedient 
in accents ** sweet as angels use,” said, ** Go, prophe- 
cy to my people Israel?” Waiting for the dispensa- 
tion of Divine Providence, for the calling and perfect- 
ing for the work of the ministry, those whom God will 
approve, we seek the fallen mantles of the departed E- 
Jijahs, that troth may be suitably illustrated and de- 
fended, believers blest with its influence, and God glo- 
rified in them that believe, 

Brethren, of the Abrahamic faith, your prosperity 
and influence depend, not so much on your numbers, 
as on your usefuliess; and to that, you are induced by 
every consideration that can influence the mind, or 
govern the actions of man. With an assurance of il- 
limitable salvation, you can have no doubts of your 
own; you will therefore pity, while you attempt to en- 
Jighten those, who, from doubts, are sinking in despair. 
You cannot mourn as those “ without hope.’? You 
can best offer comfort to the afflicted. You feel the 
comforts of divine Benevolence; you can, of course, 
appreciate your obligations to tle stranger, the father- 
less and widow. You know the goodness of God, of 
his law, and the everlasting profusion of his mercies.— 
By complying with your consequent obligations, you 
will silence gainsayers, evince your discipleship, and 
win the confidence and respect of mankind. 

Those who profess the Gospel, but follow not with 
us, and those that know not God, we entreat as breth- 
ren to search the scriptures; to test their own, and our 
tiews, with the oracles of God; to * prove all things, 
hold fast that which is good.” 

The brethren who labor in word and doctrine, are 
reminded of the responsibility of their station. To you, 
is imparted the dispensation of the gospel. Make it 
your study; ascertain the character of its divime Auth- 
or; and endeavor to understand by whom it was re- 
vealed, and for whom it was designed. Let not your 
parochial, or other public duties, infringe on your hours 
of study. Visit the sick and the poor; those iv bLealth 
or influence can dispense with your society better; and 
it is from the latter you will have reason to seek relief 
for the former. Covet the * best gifts,” rather than 
the best support; and the testimony of your own con- 
science, and the approbation of the wise and good, 
will secure to you ** thet peace which the world can 
neither give nor take awry.’ Finally, brethren, while 


you testify the grace of God with becoming zeal, be 
crrefu] to maintain good works, that you may be ren- 


lent, tuneful bands now chant dered useful to men while you sojourn below, an orna- 


ment to your profession, and to the gospel. And when 
the “chief Shepherd” shall eppear, may you, and all 
“herein addressed, and all the fainily of man, be permit- 
ted the enjoyment of purity, where life and glory are 
as perfect as durable; where your labors and sufferings 
; shall cease, and Jove, the Jife of heaven, consummate 
your bliss for evermore, Ainen. The circular is sign- 


ed by STEPHEN R. SMITH. 
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Short Sermons....No. 1X. 


| ‘*The fear of the wicked it shall come upon him, but 
the desire of the righteous shall be granted.’’—Pro- 
verbs x. 24. 


The text gives us reason to suppose that man cannot 
do wickedly without fear. If it be true that the fear of 
the wicked shall come upon him, it must be true that 
the wicked have fear. Notwithstanding many able and 
worthy men have contended that the wicked enjoy 
themselves in this life, oftentimes more than those of an 
| Opposite character, yet we disbelieve it ; for we think 
| that the text itself furnishes us with evidence to prove, 
that the wicked live in fear, with which the righteous 
are not troubled. 

Upon reading the text we are almost involuntarily 
led to inquire what it is that the wicked fear. This 
fear of the wicked which comes upon him we can just- 
ly consider to be the punishment of his crimes; and 
therefore, if we ascertain what this is, we shall know 
what the punishment of his sins is. We shall not in- 
dulge in any speculation upon this subject, but recur to 
mere matter of fact. We know that the wicked fear 
that it will be known that they are wicked. After a 
man has committed a crime, his chief care is to conceal 
it from the eye of the world. A murderer fears that he 
shall be known as such ; hence, if possible, he will flee 
|from the place where he perpetrated this horrid deed, 
to where he is unknown. A thief fears that it will be 
known be has stolen; a liar fears that it will be known 
that he is addicted to lying; the gambler is afraid of 
the eye of the world, and, therefore, seeks tecurity be- 
neath the dark mantle of midnight. The disobedient 
child fears that its parent will know of its wickedness ; 
and, in short, the greatest fear of every wicked per-on 
is that it will be known that he is thus wicked. And | 
,am led to think that this is the cause of hypocrisy ; for 
| the reason we pretend to be what we are not, is, that 
| the world may not know what we really are. The 
wicked also fear that they shall be punished for their 
crimes. The murderer fears the halter ; the thief, the 
state’s prison; the unruly, the police, &c. &c. And 
this is the greatest preventive to vice, and the strongest 
barrier in support of virtue. We know that the wicked 
fear the punishment of their crimes, etd they fear also 
the things we have named as this punisiiment. 





threatening the wicked with punishment in a future 
state, end they have done all they could to make them 
afraid of it, but they cannot. They tell the wicked 


there. Now our text does not say, that the fear 
of the. righteous shall come upon the wicked, but 
that the fear of the wicked sha!l come upon himself. 
Which does a murderer fear most, the gallows, or pun- 
ishment in a future state? A+k him which he would 
prefer; either to have the sentence of that law exe- 
cuted, which demands his life, and be saved froin al! 
misery in a future state, or be saved from this punish- 
j mond here, and run all risk of being tormented hereaf- 
iter. He fears most that pur'shment which awaits sin 
in this life. And. upon the authority of the lext we de- 
clare that this will come upon him: he cannot escape 
it. Hence we think that all the ettempts of the clergy 








they are afraid that something terrible awaits them | 


to prevent men from sinning by holding up future ter-_ 
ror to view are idle and vain. They know as. little a- 
bout a future stat@ as others, and fear as little its ter- 
rors for themselves: all their accounts and descriptions 
of it are speculative and ideal. No person of due re- 
flection will be terrified with these descriy tions of ter- 
vors, for they are given by those who are neither au- 


ithorised nor capacitated to describe the operations of 


infinite wisdom in other worlds, 

** The desire of the righteous shall be granted.” — 
What do the righteous desire? The comfort and re- 
ward of welldoing. They shall have them. The final tri- 
umph of righteousness. ‘Their desire shall be granted. 
They desire the reformation and salvation of sinners. As 
evidence of this we will refer to the pray ers of our cbris- 
tian brethren, who,we presume,will not be offended if we 
call them righteous, Although they preach that a part 
of the human race never will be reformed and saved, 
they pray that God would extend his salvation to every 
being. They do not believe that doctrine which teach- 
es that all men will be saved, but they hope it is true. 
That they desire the salvation of al] men is evident, for 
they have appropriated millions of money to send, 
what they call the gospel, to the farthest ends of the 
earth, ‘They tell us of their anxiety for poor, immortu!] 
soul—that they weep day and night for them—that the 
conversion of only one soul would pay them for the Ja- 
bor of their life—that they love mankind, and are will- 
ing to spend and be spent for their salvation. Thus 
they breathe out the desires of their souls. Now the 
righteousness of this desire is so obvious to the world, 
that even the most abominable hypocrites pretend that 
they have it, although they are so much opposed to it. 
These are not all that desire it. God desires the salva- 
tion of the world, for he sent his Son to save it. Jesus 
desires it, fur he came to save it. Prophets prophecied 
of it, and apostles labored for it. All righteous men 
pray forit. For the salvation of sinners, christians have 
their church meetings, conference meetings, prayer 
meetings, camp meetings, &c. Kc. Now are all these 
to be disappointed, and only one being in the universe, 





the grand adversary of souls, gratified? We do nol be- 
lieve this; for God's will will be done: Jesus will per- 
form the work he came to do; this righteous servant of 
God shall see of the travail of his sou], and be satisfied. 
God never would create those holy desires in human 
breasts, which lead men to pray for the salvation of the 
world, unless he meant to answer these prayers. Wil! 
that Being who says, ** ask, and ye shall receive,” be 
the first to deny his children the gratification of the 
most holy desire that they ever breathed from their 
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souls? ** The desire of the righteous shall be granted.”’ 
RICHARDS. 
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Messrs. Editors,—I noticed in the last number of the 
agazine, a few questions, involving the doctrine o: 
] was pleased wiih the arrange- 


M 


Univereal Salvation. 


The chri-tian clergy have, for # long time, been! ment and form of the questions, considered them as 


carrying along with them much conclusive, positive ar- 
gument in favor of that sentiment. The writer of the 
questione, is unknown to me, but as the subject is im- 
portant, | will beg the liberty of asking one question in 
return, to which he will be, | doubt not, happy to re- 
ply. “If Christ be actually the Saviour of all. men, 
how, or in what sense, is be the Saviour of * Korah, Da- 
than and Abiram ?° 

I tell you candidly, dear sir, | ask this question, not 
to provoke a controversy, but for information, which 
you, or some of your friends are, | hope, qualified te 
give; and I will, therefore, add that it is not whether, 
these persons, and those of like character will finally 
be saved ; this is not what Il wish tu know ; but * how 
they are saved by Jesus Christ.” | am, dear sir, your's, 
sincerely. B S*#esews 

July 13, 1822. 
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Prem the Ww est of ing eee ournal, 


LtNkES 


WRITTEN IN A CHURCH YARD. 


y—since deceased. 


By a Schooi-be 


 {t is good for us to be here ; if thou wilt, let us make 
Tabernacles, one for thee, and one for 
"Mat. xvi. 14. 


three 
Moses, and one for-Elias. 


Methiniks, it is good to be here : 

if thou wilt, let us build—but for whom ? 

Nor Elias nor Moses appear ; 

But the shadows of eve that encompass the gloom ; 
The abode of the dead and tle place of the tomb. 


Shall we build to ambition ? ah no! 
Affrighted he sinketh away ; 
lor see they would pen him below 
{na smal] narrow cave, and begirt with cold clay, 
‘Yo the meanest of reptiles, a peer and a prey. 


"l'u beauty ? ah no! she forgets 

‘The charms which she wielded before ; 

Nor knows the foul worm, that he frets 

The skin which but yesterday fools could adore, 

lor the smoothness it held, or the tint which it wore. 


Shall we build to the purple of pride ; 

lhe trappings which dizen the proud ? 

Alas! they are all Jaid aside ; 

And here’s ncither dress nor adornment alliow’d, 

But the long winding sheet, and the fringe of the shroud! 


To riches? alas! ‘tis in vain,— 

Who hid, in their turns have been hid; 

The treasures are squandered again ; 

But here in the grave are all metals forbid, 
But the tinse! that shone on the dark coffin lid, 


To the pleasures which mirth can afford, 

To the revel, the laugh, and the jeer ? 

Ah! here is a plentiful board ! 

But the guests are all mute at the pitiful cheer, 
And none but the worm is a reveller here, 


Shall we build to affection and love? 

Ah no! they have wither’d and died, 

@r fled with the spirit above: 

Vriends, brothers and sisters are laid side by side, 
Yet none have saluted, and none have replied. 


Unto sorrow ? the dead cannot grieve, 

Not a sob, not a sigh meets mine ear, 

Which compassion itself could relieve ! 

Ah! sweetly they slumber, nor hope, love nor fear, 
Peace, peace, is the watch word, the only one here. 


Unto death, to whom monarchs must bow ? 

Ab no! for his empire is known, 

And here there are trophies enow; 

Beneath, the cold dead ! aud around, the dark stone ; 
Are the sighs of a sceptre that none may disown. 


‘Then the frst unto Hope we will build ; 

And look for the sleepers around us to rise! 

he second to Faith, which ensures it fulfill’d ; 

And the third to the Lamb of the great sacrifice, 

Who hequeath’d us them both when he rose to the 
skies. HERBERT. 


D+ 


King Alsponsus was wont to say, that his dead Coun- 
sellors, meaning his books, were to him far better than 
the living ; for they, without flattery or ears, presented 
to. him Truth. 
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Pertland, July 12, 1922. 





tience to have further advice of the Union Prayer Meet- 
ling in this town; but since its character was fully as- 

certained, my avocations have becn so important and ! 
| pressing, us to prevent my devoting that time and at- 
teution to writing you, which the subject demands: 
and even now, I shall but give you a sketch, and that 
in haste. 
its object understood ; and did | not sacrifice my own 
personal feelings to the sense of my responsibility as a 
watchman of Zion, | would drop my pen and publish 
not a word more on the subject. Injured and dishon- 
ored as christianity has ever been, (since its first advo- 
cates and defenders took their mystic flight to a better 
world,) by many of its pretended friends, | would glad- 
ly leave untold, every instance of prevailing supersti- 
tion and bigotry, could I doit, and maintain a con- 
science void of offence. A sincere devotedness to the 
sacred cause of truth, urges me to write. 

The conduct of thore who have the contro] of the 
Prayer-Meeting, has been as different from what could 
reasonubly be expected of sincere and experienced 
christians, as idolatry is, from the pure worship of the 
true God of Israel. Unlike their pretentions, their pur- 
poses are compound sectarian and partial. But be care- 
ful to observe ;—I do not mean that every individual 
who acts and takes a part in those meetings, should be 
included in the party, or even, that the majority of 
them should; and much less, those, who are present 
and are inactive. No, indeed; it is rather evident that 
did ‘hey understand the motives of certain officious, 
subtle and solemn leaders, they would be as much of- 
fended as other liberal minded christians. Tbe multi- 
tude are influenced by the few, and diligently labor six 
days, to maintain in ease, affluence and splendor, a set 
of men, who sport with their reason, judgment and good 
nature, on the seventh. Those few are the men to 
whom I allude, (nor are they exclusively clergymen,) 
and none but the guilty will feel implicated.. 

That their pretentions to liberality were insincere is 
beyond controversy. The experiment has been made, 
and the spirit of the leaders is manifested. Notwith- 
standing their prayers were offered up for all the reli- 
gious societies in this town, and with much apparent 
fervor and sincerity, when they were meekly invited to 
meet at the house of the Universalist Society, there was 
much prevaricalion used to avoid acting on the request. 
After it had been renewed, until other management 
was ineffectual, they gravely gave the petitioners /eave 
to withdraw their request, and not then, till the nezt 
meeling had been appointed. So that, properly speak- 
ing, it has never been acted upon at all. Hence we 
must conclude that these lords spiritual, are not willing 
to allow us, the name of religious society. The whole 
affair was transacted in a corner, and the majority of 
the people present, had no opportunity of expressing 
their feelings. Other proof may be adduced to evince 
the illibera] disposition of the managers of the prayer- 
meeting, and that they have some object in view, be- 
ot uniting in supplications, 

. They agreed, in one of their Sabbath-morn servi- 
jces, to unife also on the fourth of July, and acknow!l- 
edge God as the Author of our civil and religious liber- 
ities ; ; and it is poblished in the papers, that ** The sev- 
eral religious Societies met at 9 o'clock,” &c. Hence 
those who compose the prayer-meeting are called, ‘lhe 
several religious Societies ;** because no others had any 
more to do in appointing the meeting, than the Masonic 
Societies, or any others, Perhaps some individuals 
from each society were present; and so (here were 
some Who do not belong to any religievt order. ‘The 
design is to arrogate to Trinifarzans the whole title of 
religious character, Unitarians, Universalits, Quakers 
and others are at liberty to assume some other name, 
besides that of Christian. Indeed, we have several 


— 








Dear Brother,—! am not surprized at your impa-| 


The character of the meeting is established, | 2 





ee 


publications before us, in which * all christian denom- 
| inatious’ are called upon to unite and oppose Unita- 


| rianism. Therefore, they do not consider them to be 
christians. And how Jong will it be before our news- 
papers will be produced to thow that the learned Edj- 
tors, (though they had no such meaning) did not con- 
sider any to be religious, but T'rinitarians’ and those 
whom they tolerated? It will be shown that those 
having appointed a meeting, are called The sereral re. 
| ligious Societies ! 

The union, of which we hear so much boasting, 
is @ mere shadow. There is 10 more union in senti- 
ment, than there always has been. Calvinists are in 
hopes of making proselytes of Arminians, but give up no 
peculiar doctrines. Even Dr. Payson himself, objected 
to having any exhortaltons, observing that he should 
nol dare erhorl, lest some sentiment should escape fro:a 
his lip, wounding to the feelings of others. He told 
one of his friends, that they could not uni/e with Me- 
thodists, only in praying. It is therefore evident, that 
the union is on the lip, as they have no better opinion 
of each other's doctrine than formerly. 

3. Im the Boston Recorder, the object of similar meet- 
ings is explicitly made known. Jt is to draw the line 
of distinction between Trinitarians and others. Those 
who subscribe to f/hal mystery are christians, and all 
who oppose it, are infidels or worse. A Calvinist Bap- 
list will not admit to the communion, the very minis- 
fer with whom he exchanges. He will pray for a 
church of Chris, as he calls them, not cne of whom he 
would acknowledge at the table. ‘This is called Chris- 
lian Union. But, as was before observed, the object 
is to support T'rinilarianism. Even the few Univer- 
salists who maintain that doctrine, are highly esteemed 
by these men. A profession of it is indispensable to 
entitle one to common civility among them. No doubt 
exists in my mind, that a few, very few, comparatively, 
are at the bottom of the craft, and manage the whole 
machinery to effect certain purposes, of which the un- 
suspecting multitude are wholly unapprehensive. Wii 
err, let it be on the side of charity. Yours, &c. 

RUSSELL STREETER. 

Rev. Barsillai Streeter. 


a 0:0 a 
FIRE, 

At 7 o'clock, (Wednesday evening,) a building in 
Back-street, occupied as a cabinet manufactory, tock 
fire, and was eutirely consumed. The neighboring build- 
ings were in imminent danger, and some of them fired 
by the cinders; but through the alertness of the citi- 
zens, and the judicious conduct of the firewards, the 


conflagation was confined to the building where the fire 


originated. 
a 


MARRIED, 

In this City.—By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Daniel 
Tirrel to Miss Harriet K. Kimball. 

Mr. Thomas D. Francis to Mies Eliza Curtis. 

By the Rev. Mr. Wiley, Mr. Ezekiel Souther, for- 
merly of Hingham, to Miss Catharine B. Ingraham. 

By the Rey. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Isaac Smith to Miss 
Rachel Castle. 

By the Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr. Willard N. Fisher to 
Miss Mary G. Avery. 

Mr. Ethan Davis, merchant, to Miss Elizabeth Gard- 
ner. . 


In Charlestown.—By the Rev. Mr. Turner, Mr. Otis 
White to Miss Nancy Delano, 
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DIED, 

In this City.—Mr. Amos Goodale, aged 59. Han- 
nah Slaughter, said to belong to Hallowell, Me. Mrs. 
Eunice Penniman, wife of Mr. Amasa P. 46. Mr. Jo- 
siah Copeland, 59. Mr. David Stevens, painter, 50.— 
Mr. Jonathan Sargent, 67. Mrs. Mary Ball, 70. Mr. 
Joseph Martin, 67. 


Drowned in the bason of the Mill Dam, John Hill,7 
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